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Mission Statement
The purpose of the GLCAC
is to support and
encourage individual
creativity, promote
appreciation and
patronage of the visual
arts, provide workspace,
meeting space, and space
to sell or exhibit members’
art.
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THE ART CENTER
It has been a while since the last newsletter was published, so there is a lot
of news to report . The Covid-19 Pandemic has forced some unexpected
decisions this spring and summer, including the cancellation of the
Swinging Bridges Art Festival. The Livingston County Arts Council and
The Art Center have worked together with the cooperation of all of our
members/patrons to keep things working and running as smoothly as
possible. Improvements to the building have been a top priority and we are
very proud of the progress that has been made. Thank you all for your hard
work!
While we may have been closed for a while, the wheels of progress have
never stopped inside the building or in the homes and studios of our
vendors and supporters. All it takes is a look inside the newsletter and a
walk through the Art Center to see that our enthusiasm for art and
promoting art in Livingston County is as strong as ever.
The newest addition to the Art Center is the elevator. Stop in and take a ride
to the new Joe Bailey Gallery. The first show in the upstairs gallery will be
the October Show titled “Masquerade” which will open October 3, 2020.

The Art Center is supported by the
Greater Livingston County Arts Council, a not for profit corporation.

Classes/Classroom/Studio
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PROPERTY TAX MEETING

The GLCAC Board met (virtually) with someone
from the IRS on Tuesday, August 11 to find out
what we need to do to qualify for a property tax
exemption under our 501 c(3) status. We will let you
know what we find out!

December Paint Painting
Photo by Vickie Fitzgerald

ANNUAL REPORTS

Annual Reports were distributed at the annual
meeting on July 22nd Additional copies for vendors
and patrons are available at the Art Center.

Art Walk
The Annual Art Walk, that partnered GLCAC with
Pontiac Merchants, was held in August. Thank you
to all of the artists and merchants who donated and
allowed art to be placed in their businesses. There
are a few pieces that you can still bid on. Watch for
further information on how to bid on-line.

October Show
Our Halloween show will feature the theme
"Masquerade." This topic was picked last year but
seems appropriate for our crazy year. Your art
needs to be at the center by Wednesday,
September 30 to be considered since it will be put
up the next day. Please put pieces on the table
upstairs.
A reception is planned for Saturday, October 3 with
precautions in place. ALL food and drink will be
brought in by the Art Center. The show will run
until Wednesday, November 4. This is the first show
in the new Joe Bailey Gallery so we are very
excited to see the finished project and celebrate
another milestone.

Fargo
Members of the Art Center were excited when the
movie “Fargo” came to Pontiac to film. Not only did
we enjoy watching the process, we got into the
swing of things by decorating the front window with
appropriate “Fargo” rats and signs.
Photo by Vickie Fitzgerald

ACTIVITIES OFFERED AT THE ART CENTER
The art center has offered many other art activity
options in the past. With the new classroom
ready to go, a new information packet will be
developed. Here are some options for use of the
pottery studio and classroom:
Hand-Building Ceramics class, Wheel-Throwing
class, workshops for scout troops/4-H groups/
other youth group classes, youth birthday
parties, adult bring-your-own-beverage
workshops, K-12 school groups or specialty
workshops, and more!
TEACHERS/WORKSHOP LEADERS, and
CLASS HELPERS NEEDED
Did you know:
Our classes contribute more to our financial
health than any other financial resource that we
have. Teachers can be paid $20.00 per
classroom hour for classes taught. (Some
donate this amount to GLCAC, but some do
not!)
You can propose any art-related class, whether
several sessions, or one make-and-take
session. Proposal forms are in the front cubby,
or see Vickie Fitzgerald or Pam Beeson for
now. (At some point the contact person will be
someone else, probably from the education
committee.)

“Creativity is intelligence having fun” Albert Einstein

Showroom/Studio/Classroom
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POTTERY STUDIO USE

The Studio has been such an asset to our organization and, if you are around very much, you see that it
gets a lot of use! First, and foremost, we use this space for classes and workshops. If you wish to use
the pottery studio space, you must be enrolled in (or have been enrolled and completed) a
ceramics class here at the art center. This is the way that we learn organizational and safety procedures
required to use the space. These classes go through an orientation of the classroom space, and this
requirement is to ensure that we all know how to find things, how to use tools and supplies provided by
the art center, how to handle materials safely, and how to clean up correctly, making sure that we leave
the space the way that it is found.
Once these requirements are met, the use of the classroom as studio space in one of three ways can be
accomplished:
1. Open Studio while enrolled in a hand-building or wheel throwing class.
Open Studio is for those in a pottery class who wish to practice or finish up class work. Participants have
access to the ceramics studio during the art center regular hours at times when there are no classes or
special events scheduled. There is no instructor present, and failure to follow studio rules, including complete and timely clean-up, will result in open studio privileges being revoked. Amenities include: wheels,
tools, glazes, small storage shelf, and firing. This privilege is part of the class.
2. Independent Open Studio.
After having taken at least one hand-building or wheel throwing class (6 sessions), intermediate and
advanced students have access to the studio during regular hours at the art center, except when regularly
-scheduled or special events are meeting there.
(GLCAC members will have extended hours.)
There is a fee for this because clay, glazes, and firing are provided. The fee is $25 per week
(7 consecutive days). Once you have paid for three separate weeks (not necessarily three in a row) you
will get a fourth week free.
3. Free Open Studio for membership.
We try to offer 1-2 supervised open studio sessions each month at no cost. Any vendor member or patron
is welcome to attend. No prior class or training is required because there will be someone on hand to help
with procedures. These sessions are for time to create any type of art (bring your own project!) and for a
time to socialize and talk about art with other members.

Classroom
The new classroom, storage room and office are all-but-DONE! Now, we just have to hope that we can
open for classes soon. The wall has been repaired and dry walled, and the old Joe Bailey Gallery has
been divided into a storage room and office space.
Photo by Vickie Fitzgerald

It’s Raffle Time!
Bob Mc Coy has generously donated the following
painting to be raffled. The proceeds will be used to
help pay for the new elevator. Watch your email and
Facebook for more details!
Raffle tickets are available
at the Art Center for $5 each
or $20 for 6 tickets

“The job of the artist is to deepen the mystery” Bacon
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Pottery Studio/Showroom
Now That You Know How and When You Can Use Pottery Studio Space,
What Does it Cost to Fire Independently-Made Pieces?
•

1-2 pieces that are 10 inches or less in height and width:

$5.00

•

3 or more pieces that are 10 inches or less in height and
width and can be placed on one level (2 shelves) in the kiln:

$10.00

•

1 single piece between 10 inches and 20 inches in
height or width

$15.00

•

Several pieces that take up more than one level and are
10 inches or less in height or ay combination that will fill
the entire kiln

$25.00

A template will be available so that you can set your items on it to see if they
will fit on one level. Please keep in mind that glaze firing requires that items
be a minimum of 1 inch apart and one inch from side walls.
We will do our best to fire your work in a timely fashion, but please
understand that we will not fire the kiln until it is full, or a least until the
items to go in have reached the $25.00 firing fee level.

Help Keep Track of the Cash Box/Cleaning
There is a new form at the front desk to help with
keeping track of the cash box count. Take a look at
the form that is located on the clip board and help
make it easier to count your cash each shift.
There is also a form to keep track of Art Center
cleaning. When you work a shift, be sure and dust
your own art and look at the form to see what else
needs to be done. EVERYONE doing a small chore
when they work helps keep things tidy and a few
do not have to do all of the work!

“The creative adult is the child who survived” U. LeGuin

Events
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CONGRATULATIONS JOHN!
McLean County Arts Agency Amateur Show
Which was held in March 29th

And people ask if we have a little fun!
A little wine, a little food and lots of great art make for a fun time!
“I am seeking, I am striving, I am in it with my heart” Van Gogh
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Joe Bailey Gallery January Show

Alex Smith’s January Show, entitled ”Born of Fire”. Was a mixture of old
and new techniques.

“
“If I could say it with words there would be no reason to paint” Hopper
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Joe Bailey Gallery February Show
“Reflections of Hope”, by artist Christine Bennett-Weber
featured pottery, painting and needle felting

“Great art picks up where nature ends” Chagall
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Joe Bailey Gallery March Show

Krystal Lyon wowed us with her sculptures using found objects and, especially, yarn!
According to Krystal, her show is meant to “see the world through a colorful lens.” It was
made up of monoprints, collages, and fiber sculptures.

“Great art picks up where nature ends” Chagall
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Joe Bailey Gallery July Show/Elevator Update

Pam Beeson’s show, “Hiraeth,” was up during the month of July. She has been exploring
composite photography. The pictures in her show were digitally ‘constructed’ with photos
or parts of photos that Pam has taken while exploring small towns and back roads.
Photos by Pam Beeson

THE NEW ELEVATOR HAS BEEN INSTALLED!
Photos by Pam Beeson

“Great art picks up where nature ends” Chagall
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Joe Bailey Gallery August Show

Teresa Beard-Lowell’s August show, entitled “From Shadows Into the Light,” has
encouraged Teresa to stretch her abilities and create some beautiful pieces.

Photos by Teresa Beard-Lowell

“Great art picks up where nature ends” Chagall

Joe Bailey Gallery
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GLCAC/PCAC MERGER

As voted on by members at the annual PCAC meeting last fall, The Greater Livingston County Arts
Council and the Pontiac Community Art Center have officially merged. What does this mean? Really, it
means a little and a LOT! The little part means that nothing has officially changed in how the art center
runs in regarding busines. Gallery shows remain the same, dues have not increased, vendor agreements
and committee responsibilities have remained the same, and the art center is still a place where artists
and patrons can come and enjoy each other’s art. It means that we are getting stronger, have more
opportunities! Thank you to all of our vendors and supporters who have stood by us in the past and are
encouraging us to become one of the leading promoters of artistic self-expression and art education for all
residents throughout the county and beyond.

What has changed is security for fine art education and presence in Livingston County. By joining a
not-for-profit organization, the art center is open to resources to ensure that we are a sustainable part of
Livingston County for years to come. The GLCAC Board is dedicated to helping to raise funds to promote
art in Livingston County. With the status of not-for-profit, the board is able to apply for grants, request
funding from outside sources, and give us stability as we grow and expand. In 2020, even with the
pandemic, the board has raised $23,050!
What can you do as a vendor/patron of GLCAC?
Very simple! Keep supporting art in Livingston County! Patrons can do this by joining every year,
attending gallery shows, investing in local art, and offering any help that they can to improve your art
center. Vendors can do all of the same things as patrons along with keeping their art up to date, keeping
their commitment to the vendor contract by working their two shifts per month, and becoming an active
member of at least one of our committees.
The art center is so much more than a retail shop. It is a place for local artists to expand their skills,
display and sell their work, and belong to a group dedicated to fostering fine art through education,
displays, and a presence in and around Livingston County. We talk about and share our art with each
other, as well as with the community! Can you do your small part to help?

ELEVATOR UPDATE

Our building committee has worked hard getting the preparation done for our new elevator! Lifts of Illinois
has done the actual installation of the elevator and made sure that it is up to code. We have raised
$21,000 of the $32,000 estimated to get the job finished. GLCAC continues to work on getting additional
funding. If you have ideas, please contact any GLCAC board member of someone on the property
committee. Again, we thank Mark Van Hoveln, Dan Fitzgerald, and Mike Rodino!

UPSTAIRS UNDERGOES CHANGE

In anticipation of the move of the Joe Bailey Gallery to the upstairs, lots of cleaning, wall sealing, and
art-moving has been taking place. Thanks to John Fitzgerald for all of his hard work.

WELCOME
Scott Schickel is the newest member/vendor to be accepted by the Jury Committee. Scott will be
exhibiting wood turning at the Art Center.

“Great art picks up where nature ends” Chagall

Artist
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Krystal Lyon—GLCAC Member

A collaborative convergence of three artists materializes in a spectacle of vivid color and rich texture in
Prism. The work of Jan Brandt, Krystal Lyon, and Natalie Wetzel envelops the gallery in an otherworldly
environment of flourishing fauna and exotic creatures. In paint and fiber, organic and geometric forms
repeat and expand to create immersive patterns that recall both the microscopic and the cosmic. Where
we find ourselves visitors to an unfamiliar world, creatures throughout the gallery seem at home, leaning
into their surroundings with their many watchful eyes.
Krystal Lyon’s fiber sculptures are made with recycled or discarded items such as old clothes, plastic,
yarn, fabrics, and buttons. Through a process of crocheting, weaving, and wrapping, playful and
anthropomorphic forms emerge. Months’ worth of recycled plastic was gathered and bound in fabric to
make boulder-like forms—an echo of what ancient Israelites called an Ebenezer or a stone of help, built to
remind them of provision and protection during hard times. (copied from Prism –statement)

Photos by Krystal Lyon

This is a three person show by Jan Brandt, Krystal Lyon, and Natalie Wetzel at the McLean County Arts
Center in Bloomington, Illinois through October 9th. No reservations are needed to enter the Arts Center
but we do requests that masks be worn. We encourage everyone to take the time to honor Krystal by
visiting her show.

“Great art picks up where nature ends” Chagall

Many Thanks to our 2020 Corporate Donors
New Elevator and Joe Bailey Gallery
Floyd A. and Alta Byrne Trust

J. Paul Yost Trust

In Addition, thanks to: Rod and Dorothy Patterson
Wright’s Furniture
the Honorable Tom Ewing

Photo by Vickie Fitzgerald

The Greater Livingston County Arts Council, 209 W. Madison St. in Pontiac, Illinois has received an Illinois
Humanities COVID-19 Emergency Relief Grant in the amount of $2,500 to be used for general operations.
Illinois Humanities activates the humanities through free public programs, grants, and educational opportunities that foster reflection, spark conversation, build community, and strengthen civic engagement. Illinois Humanities is a nonprofit organization and the state’s affiliate for the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Please send newsletter items and information to nflessner@mchsi.com.

Calendar of Events and Meeting Dates
September 30
October 1
October 3
October 9-10
October 10
December 6

Pieces for the October Show Due at the Art Center
October Show Setup (1:00 pm)
October Show Opening
Chocolate Fall Fantasy
Interactive Murder Mystery
Jury New Members

Goodbye Old Friend!

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL SMALL BUSINESSES

As we all know, small businesses are struggling to stay afloat this year.
When you are shopping for that gift for that special someone – or even special
you – please remember to shop local, especially downtown.
It is a small thing that we can do to help each other!
Photo by Vickie Fitzgerald

“The chief enemy of creativity is good sense” Pablo Picasso

